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DISCOURSE ON THE WANTS OF THE TIMES.* 
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The age, and especially the country, in which we live, are 
peculiar. They, therefore, require a peculiar kind of instruc- 
tion, and, I may say, a peculiar mode of dispensing christian 
truth. [hey are unlike any which have preceded us. They 
are new, and consequently demand what | have called a new 
Dispensation of Christianity, a dispensation in perfect harmo- 





* This discourse was delivered by Orestes A. Brownson of 
Boston. With one or two exceptions it is admirable; and 
ought not only to be read, but studied, by every one who as- 
pires to the honor and dignity of true manhood. We trust our 
friends and opponents will mark, learn, and inwardly digest 
it. The writer isa Clergyman, who has made a stride greatly 
in advance of his order. His aim is torecal the community to 
Christianity ; and to reclaim to society, as parts thereof, ‘ free, 
unlimited inquiry, perfect liberty to enjoy and express one’s 
own honest convictions, and perfect respect for the free 
and honest inquirer, whatever be the results to which he ar- 
rives:’ and ‘social progress.’—‘ Social reform’ and a _ vindica- 
tion of ‘the rights of the mind’ upon true gospel principles, 
he considers the two great desiderata of tae age ; which are un- 
supplied by any existing denomination. We entirely agree 
with hin in this. In this particular our experience is the same. 
We have long since embraced these things; we have carried 
them out into practice ; we main ain them, suffer for them, and 
are prepared for any consummation that may await us in their 
behalf. With the sentiments avowed in this discourse; Mr. 
Brownson, we suspect, must be pretty well prepared to discuss 
impartiaily the claims of the Ancient Gospel to his obedience ; 
for it 0 very thiag, itself which makes men free, virtuous, 
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hy with tae new order of things which has sprung into exist- 
ence. Yet of this fact we seem not to have been generally 
aware. The character of our religious institutions, the style 
of our preaching, the means we rely upen for the production of 
the christian virtues, are suchas + ere adopted in a distant age, 
and fitted to wants which no longer exist, or which exist only 
in a greatly modified shape. 

It is to this faet that I attribute that ofher fact, of which | have 
heretofore spoken, that ourchurches are far from being filled, and 
that a large and an increasing portion of our community take very 
little interest in religious institutions, and manifest a most perfect 
indifference to religious instruction. These persons do not sta 
away from our churches because they lave no wish to be reli- 
gious, no desire to meet and commune in the solemn Temple with 
their fellow men, and with the Great and Good Spirit which reigns 
everywhere around and within them. It is not because they do 
not value this communion, that they do not come inte our church- 
es, but because they do not find it in our churches. ‘They cannot 
find, under the costume of our institutions, and our i: structions, 
the Father God, to love and adore, with whom to hold sweet and 
invigorating communings; they are unable to find that sympathy 
of man with man which they crave—to obtain that response to the 
warm affections of the heait, wh.ch wceuld make thei love to as- 
semble together and bow together before one common altar, 

” ee * « * * 

But were this difficulty obviated, were seats easily obtained by 
all, and so obtained as to imply on the part of no one an assump- 
tion of superiority, or a confession of inferiority, the preaching 
which is most common is far from heing satisfactory, and the 
wants of the times would by no means be met. I say tlie preach- 
ing which is most common is far from being satisfactory ; but not 
because it is not true. I accuse no preacher of not preaching the 
truth. ‘The truth is, I believe, preached in all churches, of all 
denominations, to a certain exte;.t at least; but not the right 
kind of truth, or not truth under the aspects demanded by the 
wants of the age and country, Al! truth is valuable, but all truths 
are not equally valuable ; and all aspects of the same truths are 
not at all times, in all places, equal! y attractive. The fault I find 
with preaching in general is, that it is not on the right kind of 
topics to interest the masses in this age and country. The topics 
usually discussed may once have been of the highest importance ; 
they may now be very interesting to the scholar, or to the student 
in his closet, or with his fellow-students; but they are, to a great 
extent, matters of perfect indiflerence to the many. They may 
eare nothing about the meaning of a Greek particle, or the settling 
of a various reading ; nothing about the meaning of dogmas long 
@ince deprived of life, about the manners and customs of a people 
of whom they may have heard, but in whose destiny they teel 
me peculiar interest ; they are not fed by descriptions of a Jewish 
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marriage-feast, a reiteration of Jewish threatenings, nor with 
the beautiful essays, and rounded periods, on some petty duty, or 
some insigoificant point in theology. They want strong lan- 
guage, stirring discourses on great principles, which go de 
into the universal mind, and strike a chord which vibrates 
through the universal heart. ‘They want to be directed to the 
deep things of God and humanity. and enlightened and warmed 
on matters with which they every day come in contact, and which 
will be to them matters of kindling thought and strong feeling 
through eternity. 

That our religious institutions, or our modes of dispensing 
christian truth, are not in harmony with the wants of the times, 
is evinced by the increase of infidelity, and the success infidels 
have in their exertions to collect societies and organise opposition 
to Christianity. ‘There is sustained in this city a society of infi- 
dels: free inquirers, | believe they call themselves. Why has 
this soviety been collected ? Not, | will venture to say, because 
their leader is an infidel. People do not go to hear him because 
he advocates atheistical or pantheistica! docirines ; net because 
he denies Christianity, rejects the bible, and indulges in various 
wittic'sins at the expense of members of the clerical profession ; 
but because he opposes the aristocrac; of our churches, and vin- 
dicates the rights of the mind. He sueceeds, not because he is 
an infidel, but because he has hitherto shown himself a demo- 
crat. 

Men are never infidels for the sake of infidelity. Inficelity—T 
use not the term reproachfully—has no charms of its own. There 
is no charm in looking around on our fellow men as mere plants 
that spring up in the morning, wither and die ere it is night. [tis 
not pleasant to look up into the heavens, bril'iant with their sap- 
phire gems, and see no spirit shining there—over the rich and 
flowing earth, and see no spirit blooming there—abroad upon a 
world of mute, dead matter, and feel ourselves—alone. It1s not 
pleasant to look upon the heavens as dispeopled of the Gods, 
and the earth of men, to feel ourselves in the centre of an univer- 
sal blank, with no soul to love, no spirit with which to commune. 
I know well what is that sense of loneliness which comes over 
the unbeliever, the desvlateness of soul under which he is op- 
pressed : but I will not attempt to describe it. 

I say, then, it is not infidelity that gives the leader of the 
infidel party success. It is his defence of free inquiry and of 
democracy. In vindicating his own right to disbelieve Christiani- 
ty, he has vindicated the rights of the mind, proved that all have 
a right to inquire fully into all subjects and to abide by the hon 
est convictions of their own understandings. In doing this he 
has met the wants of a large portion of the community, and met 
them as no church has ever yet been able to meetthem. I 
mot that he himself is a free enquirer, but he proclaims free in- 
quity as — the rights of man; and in doing this, he has 
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proclaimed what thousands feel, though they may not generally 
dare own it. ‘The want to inquire, to asceitain what is iruth, 
what and. wherefore we believe, is becomicg more and more 
urgent; we may disown, unchurch, anathematise 1, but sup- 
press it wecannot. It is toolate to stay the progress of free 
inquiry. The dams and ¢ykes we construct to keep back its 
swelling tide are but mere resting-places, trom which it ma 
break forth in renovated power, and with redoubled fury. It 
is sweeping on; the truth has nothing to fear. 

Next to the want to inquire, to philosophise, the age is dis- 
tinguished by its tendency to democracy, and its craving for 
social reform. Be pleased o1: displeased as we may, the age 
is unquestionably tending to democracy; the democratic spi- 
rit is triumphing. The millions awake The masses appear, 
and every day is more and more disclo-ed 


* 


“The might that slumbers in 2 peasant’s arm.” 


The voice of the awakened millions rising into new and 
undreamed-of importance, crying ou: for popular institutions, 
comes to us on every breeze, and mingles in every sound, All 
over the christian* world a contest is going on, not as in former 
times between monarchs and nobles, but between the people 
and their masters, betwee: the many and the few, the privi- 
leged and the unpriviledged—and victory, though here and 
there seeming at first view doubtful, everywhere inclines to 
the party of the many. Old distinctions are losing their value ; 
titles are becoming less and less able toconfer dignity ; simple 
tastes, simple habits, simple mannersare becoming fashionable ; 
the simple dignity of man is more and more covet«d, and with 
the discerning it has already become more honourable to call 
one simply a MAN than a gentleman. 

Now itis to this democratic spirit that the leader of the in 
fidel party appeals, and in which he finds a powerful element 
of his success. Correspondents of his paper attempt even to 
identify atheism and democracy. I myself once firmly believ- 
ed that there could he no social progress, that man could not 


‘rise to his true dignity without the destruction of religion; ! 


really believed that religious institutions, tastes, and beliefs 
were the greatest, almo-t the sole, barrier to human improve- 
ment: and what fence honestly believed, is now as honestly 
believed ny thousands, who would identify the progress of hu- 
manity with the progress of infidelity. 

It is, l own, a new state of things, for infidelity to profess to 
be a democrat. Hohbes, one of ie fathers, if not the father, 
of modern infidelity, had no sympathy with the masses; Hume 
and Gibbon dreamed ot very little social progress, and manifest: 





~ * Anti-christian.—Eprvor. 
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ed no desire to elevate the low, and loosen the chains of the 
bouad. Beiore Thomas Puiae, vo iuiid i writer in our lane 
uage, to inv kuowledse, was a deimouerat, or (uoughtof givin 

yniidelity a democratic tendency. Since vis ioe-, the iafide 
has b ea fond of calling himselt a democrat, wud he bas pret 
geuerally ciaimed to be the friend o} tie masses, and the vs 
vocate uf progress. He now labours to prove the church arise 
tocratic, to prove that it has no regard jor the melioration of 
man’s earthly mode of being. Unhappily, iu proportion as he 
succeeds, che church fwarnishes him with no w.iustruments of 
success. In prop rti-n as he seems to identiiy his infidelity 
and the democraiic spirit, the chureh disowns that spirit, and 
declases it wholly opposed to the fuitu. Woahea, some years 
since, the thought passed through my head, that there were 
things in society which needed mending, and | dreamed of 
being a social reformer J fouad my bittere t opponents, clergy- 
man as I was, among the clerzy, and thos: who were most 
zealous for the faith. Vhat | erred in tne i ference Pdrew 
from this fact, as unbelievers now err in theirs, Lam willing to 
own; but the fact itself has the appearance of proving that 
religion and religion’s advocates are untrieadly to social proe 
gress. 

These are the principal reasons why infilelity succeeds, Its 
advocates meet two great wants, that of [ree inquiry, and that 
of social progress two wants which are at the present time, and 
in this country, quite urgent—and meet them better than they 
are met by any of our churches. We need not, then, ascribe 
their success t» any peculiar depravity of the heart, nor toany 
peeuliar obtuseness of the under tanding. They are right in 
their vindication of the rights of mind, and in advocating se- 
ial progress. They are wrong only in supposing that free in- 
quiry and the progress of society are elements of infidelity, 
when they are only, in fact, its accidents. ‘They constitute, in 
reality, two important elements of religion; as such | owa 
‘them, accept them, and assure the religiisus everywhere that 
‘they too must accept them, or see religion fora time wholly abe 
scured, and infidelity triumphant. 

Infidels are wrong in pretenliag that infidelity can effect the 
roe of mankind. Infid lity has no element of progress. 

he purest morality it enjoins is selfishness. It does not pte- 
tend to offer man any higher motives oi action than that of self- 
interest. But self-interest can make no manaseformer. No 
great Se heya are ever effectad without sacrifice. 1n labour- 
ing for the benefit of others, we are often obliged ‘o forget our- 
selves, to expose ourselves, without fear and without regret, te 
the loss uf property, ease, reputation. and sometimes of life it- 
self. He who consult: only his own interest will never consent 
to be so exposed. Or admitting that we could convince men, 
hat to labour for a universal regeneration of mankind js for the 
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greatest ultimate good of each one, the experience of every 
day proves that no one will do it, when a small, immediate 
good intervenes which it is necessary to abandon. A small, 
immediate, present good always outbalances the vastly great- 
er, but distant good. The only principle of reform on which 
we can rely is love. We must love the human race in order 
to be able to devote ourselves to their greatest good. to be able 
to do and to dare everything for their progress. But we can- 
not love what does not appear to us fuvealle. We cannot 
love mankind unless we see something in them which is wor- 
thy to be loved. But infidelity stripes man of every quality 
which we can love. In the view of the infidel, man is nothing 
more than an animal, born to propagate his species and die. It 
is religion that disclose, man’s true Ccignity, reveals the soul, 
unveils the immortality within us, and pres¢nts in every man 
the incarnate God,* before whom he may stand in awe, whom 
he may love and adore. Infidelity cannot, then, efect what its 
friends assert that itcan. It cannot make us love mankind: 
and not being able to make us love them, itis nctable to make 
us labour for their amelioration. 

But I say this, without meaning to reproach infidels. T do 
and must condemn infidelity ; but | have taught myself. to re- 
cognise in the infidela man, an equal, a brother, one for whom 
Jesus died, and fur whom I, tov, if need were, should be wil- 
ling todie. Ihave no right to reprouch the infidel, no right 
to censure him for his speculative opinions. If those opine 
tons ure wrong, as I most assuredly believe they are, it is my 
duty to count them his misfortune, not his crime, and to do 
all in my power to aid him to correct them. We wrong our 
brother, when we refuse him the same tolerance for bis opin- 
ions which we would have him extend to ours. We wrong 
Christianity, whenever we ceusure, ridicule, or treat with the 
least possible disrespect any man for his honest opinions, be 
they what they may. We have often done violence to the 
gospel in our treatment of those who have, in our opinion, 
misrepresented or disowned it. We have not always treated 
their opinions, as we ask them to treat ours. We have not 
always been scrupulous to yield to others the rights we claim 
for ourselves. e have been unjust, and our injustice has 
bropght, as it always must, reproach upon the opinions we 
avow, and the cause we profess. There was, there is, no need 
of being unjust, nor uncharitable to unbelievers. We believe 
we have the truth. Let us not so wrong the truth we advocate 





*It is this doctrine, of the Deity being incarnate in every 
man, that makes Unitarians. 1 know not what sect the writer 
is of, but I should judge from the passage, that his sentiments 
were Unitarian. Jesus fs revealed as the incarnate V ord ot 
God, a title which Mr. B. confers on every man, thus reducing 

| Jesus to the level ofcommon humanity orJoseph’s son —Ev. Ant 
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as to fear it can suffer by any encounter with falsehood. Let 
as adopt one rule for judging all men, infidels and all; not that 
of their speculative opinions, but their real moral characters. 

I prefer to meet the infidel ou his own ground; I freely ac- 
cept whatever I find hin advocating which I believe true, and 
just as freely oppose whatever he supports which I believe to 
be false and mischievous. 1! think him right in his vindication 
of free inquiry and social progress. I accept them both, not 
as elements of infidelity, but as elements of Christianity.— 
Should it now be asked, as it has been, what [ mean by the 
new dispensation of Christianity, the new form of religion, of 
which I have often spoken in this place and elsewhere, | an- 
swer, 1 mean religious institutions, and modes of dispensing 
religious truth and influences, which recognise the rights of the 
mind, and propose social progress as one of the great ends to 
be obtained. In that New Church of whichI have sumetimes 
dreamed, and I hope more than dreamed, I would have the un- 
limited freedom of the mind unequivocally acknowledged. No 
interdict should be placed upon thought. To reason should 
be a christian, not an infidel, act. Every man should be en- 
couraged to inquire, and inquire not a little merely, within cer- 
tain prescribed limits; but freely, fearlessly, fully, to scan heaven, 
air, ocean, earth, and to master God, nature, and humanity, if 
he can. He who inquires for truth honestly, faithtuiiy, perse- 
veringly, to the utmost extent of his power, dues ali that can 
be asked of him; he does God’s will, and should be allowed 
to abile by his own conclusions, without fear of reproach from 
God or man. 

In asserting this I am but recalling the community to Chris- 
tianity. Jesus reproved the Jews for not of themselves judging 
what 1s right, thus plainly recognising in them, and if in them 
in us, both the right and the power to judge for themselves.— 
“If [ do not the works of my Father,” says Jesus, “believe 
me not;” obviously implying both man’s nght and ability to 
determine whatare, and what are not, “works of the Father:” 
that is, in other words, what is or what isnottruth. An apos- 
tle commands us to “ stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ 
has made us free,” “to prove all things,” and to “hold fast 
that which is good.” In fact, the very spirit’of the gospel is 
that of freedom; it is called a “law of liberty,” and its t 
end is to free the soul from all restraint, but that of its obliga- 
tion to do right. They wrong it who would restrain thought, 
and hand-cuff inquiry; they doubt or deny its truth and power 
who fear to expose it to the severest scrutiny, the most search- 
ing investigation ; and, were 1 in an accusi: g mood, I would 

ring the charge of infidelity against every one who will not 
or dare not inquire, who will not or dare not encourage inquiry 
zn others, 


1 have said that social progress must enter into the church & 
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would have established, as one of the ends to be gained. So- 
cial progress hoids a gieat place in the sentiments of this a 
Infidels seize upon it; fiud in it one of the most poweriul ce 
ments of their success. | two would seize upon it, give it a 
religious direction, aud find in it: an element of the triumph of 
Christianity. I have a sight to it. Asa Christian, 1 am bound 


to rescue social progress, ur ii you please, the democratic spi- 
rit, from the possession of the i tidel. He has no right to It; 
he has usurped u through the negligence of the church. It is 
a christian spirit. jesus was the man, the teacher of the mass- 
es. They were iise:men, deen ed (be lowest of his cuvntry- 
men, Who were his apcsties ; they were the “common peo, ie,” 
who heard him giacly , they were the Phasisee and Saccucee, 
the chief priest and scribe, the rich and the distinguisi.ed, in 
one word the arisiverecy of that age, who conspied against 
him and caused him to be « rucified between two thieves. He 
himself professed to be anointed of God, because he was 
anmnted to preach the gos;ei to (he poor, to reclaim liberty 
to them that are bound, and to jet the captive go free. To 


John he expressly assigns the kindting fact, that th: poor had 
the gospel preached unto them, as the most stiiking proof of 
his claims to the Messiahsbip. 

and what was this gospel which was preached to the poor? 
Was it a gospel suited to the views of the Autocrat of the 
Russias, such as despots ever love ? Did it command the poor, 
in the name of God, to submit to an order of things of which 
they are the victims, to be contented to pine in wu glect, and 
die of wretchedness? No, no: Jesus preached no such tyrant- 
pleasing and tyramt-sustaining gospel. The gospe which he 
preached, was the gospel of human brotherhood. He .-ieach- 
ed the gospel, the holy evangile, good news to the ;. or, when 
he proclaimed them members of the common fainiiy cf man, 
when he taught that we are all brethren, having one and the 
same Father in heaven; he preached the gospel to te poor, 
when he declared to the boastingly religious of his age, that 
even publicans and harlots would go into the kingdom of heav- 
en sooner than they; when he declared that the poor widow, 
who outof her necessities, cast her two mites into the tseasury 
of the Lord, cast in more than all the rich; and whwever 
preaches the universal fraternity of the human race, — 
the propalio the poor, though he speak only to the rich. 

There is power in this great doctrine of the universal broth- 
erhbood of mankind. Itgives the reformer a mighty advantage. 
It enables him to speak words of an import, and in a tone, 
which may almost wake the dead. Hold thy hand. prenee 
it permits him to say, shou wrongest a brother! ithhold 


thy scorn, thou bitter satirist of the human race, thou vilifiest 
thy brother! In passing by that child in the street yeuteriay, 
and leaving it to grow up in ignorance and vice, notwithstaae- 
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ing God had given thee wealth to train it to knowledge atid 
virtue, thou didst neglect thy brother’s child. Oh, did we but 
feel this truth, that we are all brothers and sisters, children of 
the same jrarent, we should feel that every wrong done to @ 
human beng, Was violence done to our own flesh! 

[ say again, that Jesus was emphatically the teacher of the 
masses; the prophet of the working men if you will; of those 
who “iabour and who are heavy laden.” ere I to repeat his 
words in this city or elsewhere, with the intimation that I be- 
lieved tiey meant something ; were | to say, as he said, “It 1s 
easier fur a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than fora 
rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven,” and to say it in a 
tone that invicated | believed he attached any meaning to what 
he said, you would call me a “radical,” an “agratian,” a 
“trades unionist,” a “ evelle.,” a ‘ disorganiser,” or some 
other name equally barbarous and horrific. It were more than 
a man’s reputation for sanity, or respectability as a Christian, 
is worth, to be as bold even in these days in defence of the 
“common people” as Jesus was. 

I say still again, that Jesus was emphatically the teacher of 
the masses, the prophet ot the people. Not that he addr «ed 
himself to any one descripticn of persons to the exclusion of 
another, not that he sought to benefit one portion of the human 
race at another’s expense; for if any one thing more than 
another distinguished him. it was, that he rose above all the 
factitious distinctions of society, and spoke to universal man, 
to the universal mind, and to the universal heart. I call him 
the prophet of the people, beeause he recognised the rights of 
humanity ; brought out, and suffered and died to establish prin- 
ciples, which in thet: lezitimate effect, cannot fail to bring u 
the low and bo ved duwa, and give to the many, who, in a 
ages, and in all countries, have been the tools of the few; their 
due rank and social importance. His spirit, in its politigal as- 
pect, is what | have called the democratic spirit; In its most 
general aspect, it is the spirit of progress, in the individual and 
in the race, towards perfection, towards union with God. Itis 
that spirit which for eighteen hundred years has been at work 
in society, like the leaven’ hidden in three measures of meal; 
betore which slavery, in nearly all Christendom, has disaj pear- 
ed; which has destroyed the warrior aristocracy, nearly subdue 
ed the aristocracy of birth, which is now struggling with the 
aristocracy of Wealth, and which promises, ere long, to bring 
up and establish the true aristocracy —the aristocracy of merit. 
_ If [be now asked; as it has been asked, 16 What denomina- 
tion I belong, I reply, that 1 belong to that de -omination, whose 
stirring point is ftee inquiry, which acknowledges in good faith, 

@ Without any giental reservation, the rights of the riage. 
and Which proposes the melioration of twan’s earthly mode o 
deitig, aa oi Ot the great ends of itd labours, | know fot that 

M ; 
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stch a denomination exists. [ know, in fact, of vo denomina- 
tion, which, as a denomination, tuily meets the wanis of the 
times. Yet let me net be misinterpreted. Lem not here to 
accu-e, or to make war upon, any existing d: nomination; J 
contend with no church; | have no contioveisy with my Cal. 
Yinistic brother, none with my Armivian, Unitaian, or Trini. 
tanan brother. Every church has its idea, its ut th; and more 
truth, much more, I believe, thon any cre chuich wisl wdmit of 
in those from which it differs. For niyself, 1 delight to fin 
truth in all churches, and | own it wherever J find i; Lut still 
I must say, ! find no church which owns, as its centrai Cruth 
of Christianity—a truth which may now be breight out of 
the darkness in whieh it has renivined, and which it is now 
more than ever necessary to reinstate mn its rights. 

Let me say, then, that though I am tere for an cbhject, which 
is not, to my knowledge, the special cbject of any existing 
chuich, | am not here to make War upon any church, nor to in- 
jure any oue in the least possibie cegrce. 1 would that they 
all had as much fellowship for one another, as | have for them 
all! 4 interfere with nuve of them. | am here tor a special 
obj-ct, but one so high, one so bicad, they n ay all co-cperate 
in gaining it. My creed is a simple «fe. Its fitst article is, 
Sree, unlimited inquiry, perfect iiberty to enjoy and exprese 
one’s own honest convictions, and perject res) ec Jor the free 
and honest enquirer, whatever be ihe cesults to unich he ar- 
rives. The second article is s«eiaiz2¢gress. 1 would have 
it a special object of the soci ty I weuld collect, to labour to 
perfect all social institutions, end iaise cvery man to a social 
position, which will give him fiee scope for the full and har- 
monious development of all his faculties. 1 say, perfect, not 
not destroy, all socia} instifuticns. | do rot feel that God has 
given me a work of destruction. [I would improve, preserve, 
whatever is good, and remedy whatever is defective, and thus 
reconcile the Conservator and the Raoicat. My thud arti- 
cle is, that man should Jabour for his soul in preference to his 
body. To perfect it is our highest aim. I would encourage in- 
quiry ; | would perfect society, not as ultimate ends, but as 
means to the growth and maturity of man’s higher natare—bis 
soul. 

_ These afe my views, and views which, I believe, meets the 
wants of the times. They make wa: upon ho sect of Chris- 
tians. They are adopted in the spirit of love to humanity, and 
they can be acted upon only in the spirit of peace. They 


threaten no hostility, except to sin: with that, 1 deed, they 
call us to war. We must fizit against ‘all unrighteousness, 
against spiritual wickedness ‘in high ylaces, and in low places; 
but the weapons of our warfate are not carnal. but spiritual. 
We must go forth to the batile in faith and love, go forth te 
vindicate the rights of the mind, to perfect society, te make if 
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the ahode of all the virtues, and all the graces, to clothe man im 
Wis native dignity, and enable him to look forth in the image of 
his Maker upon a world of beauty. 

This 1s my object. {[ am not here to preach to workingmen, 
nor to those who are not working men, in the interests of aris- 
tocracy, nor of democracy. I am here for humanity ; to plead 
for universal man; to unfurl the banner of the cross on a new 
and more commanding position, and call the human race around 
it. Iam here to speak to all who feel themselves human be- 
ings ; to all whose hearts swell at the name of man; toall who 
long to lessen the sum of human misery, and ixcrease that of 
human happiness; to all who have any perception of the Beau- 
tiful and Good, and « craving for the Infinite, the Eternal, and 
indestructible, on whom to repose the wearied soul and find 
rest—to all sucn is my appeal: to them I commit the cbject I 
have stated, and before which I stand in awe, and entreat them 
by all thatis good in their natures, holy in religion, or de:isable 
in the joy of a regenerated world, to unite and march to its ac- 
quisition, prepared to dare with the hero, to suffer with the saint, 
or to die with the martyr. 


o- 





The Celebrated Letter from the Lunenburg Sister. 


(published by request.) 


July 8th, 1838, 
Dear brother Campbell, 


_ I was much surprised to day while read. 
ing the Harbinger, to see that you recognise the Protestant par- 
ties as Christian. You say, you find in all Protestant parties, 
Christians. Dear brother, my surprise and ardent d-sire to do 
what is right, prompt me to write to you at this time. I feel well 
assured, from the estimate, yuu place on the female character, that 
you will attend to this, 

Will you be so good as to let me know how any one becomes 

a Christian? At whattime did you become a Christian? At 
what time did Paui have the name of Christcalled on him? At 
what time did Cornelius have that name, named on him? Is it 
not through that name we obtain elernal life? Does the name 
of Christ or Christian belong to any but those who believe the 
gospel, repent, and are buried by baptism into the death of 
rist ? being then planted together in the likeness of his death, 
we shall, then, also certainly be in the likeness of his resurrec. 
tion. Have we any right to call any man Christian, who has not 
ected thus ? and who is not doing the will of God, who does not 
. show forth his death from Lord’s day to Lord’s day, and who, is, 
dy every power he can master, trying to do away the plain com. 
mands of our Lord Jesus Christ? (It is) not every one whe 
ays, Lord, Lord, shall enter the kingdom of God, but he the. 
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does the wit. of God. Ave they not teaching institutions mere- 
ly human, when they rantise adults, and immerse infants. and 
tefuse p< sitively to baptise for the remission of sins; even those 
who say they believe, but mn fact they do not understand the goa- 

1; therefore they do not believe it, (neither do their tezehers,) 

lieve the gospel to be the power of God to ealration to every 
one who (understands) and believes it. ( mean the Gospel as 

reached on the day of Pentecest, being dictated by the Holy 
irit and spoken by Peter). For they have their anxious seats, 
cali on those who have been moved on by death-bed scenes to 
come and Fray, that the Lord may fergive them ; and tley pro- 
fess to roveive the Holy Spirit, and the forgiveness of sins, pre- 
vious to their being in the ode of Christ. They cannot pray ace 
ceptably to God without faith; and faith without works is dead ; 
for faith works by love. Aud love is the keeping of the com- 
mands of God; therefore I con:lude they cannot pray, until they 
understand the gospel, believe it, repent, and are baptised ; then 
they have the high honor and priviledge of calling on the Father 
of our Lord and Saviour as their Father, having been married by 
the institution of baptism to Christ. Then being his bride and 
God their Father. Oh! how kind and condescending, that we 
poor, sinful mortals might seek for, and find glory, honor, and 
immortality through his dear name. Oh God teach us to under- 
stand thy word and do it, for by thus doing we shall obtain an 
abundant entrance into thy glorious Kingdom. 

Is hap ism for the remission ef sins a command to be obeyed 
in order that we may enter the kingdom of heave: ? Is not that 
the time we are born of water and spirit? And have not all 
who have heen born of water and spirit been baplised into 
Christ and put on Christ. 

Is not every one that is in Christ in asaved state? I sup- 
pose you think those protestants Christians, and if so, in a saved 
state, and if they are, why contend earnestly for the faith, once 
delivered to the saints? Paul, in the 5 chap, Galatians, 19 
verse, names sects or parties as one of the works of the flesh; 
and I have thought all these parties sects; am 1} wrong in that ? 
I have brothers and sisters in those parties, but i know of no 
scripture to authorise kneeling among them in prayer, | being the 
only one among them, who has put on Christ; it is painful to the 
flesh to refuse, but I must endure it, til! 1 am authorised by the 
word of God to do’so; be so good as to inform me /ully from 
the word on that head as you are better acquainted with that word 
than | am; though I have read many times that word, yet you 
may stir up my mind by putting me in remembrance, for we 
nee! to be reminded of our duties, . 

Do come among us, | am very anxious to see you face to faces 
having many more things to say to you. Do try to be at Good’s 
meeting house in Charlotte County the fourth Saturday and 
Lords day in August, that. being the time of the semi-annual 
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meeting in this part of the country ; the people there need mach 
end plain teaching. I hope you willexcuse my rough manner, a8 
Iam not much habited to letter writing; but I am ardently de- 
sirous of getting knowledge from the word of God, which makea 
us wise unto salvation. | am your sincere sister by faith im 
Christ Jesus. 

SHELEMIAH. 


P.S. Brother Campbell will please write to me and direct 
the letter to Shelemiah, Lunenburg County, to the cure of T. 
Arvin; {do not wish my name known for several reasons. 





0 


June 182). 1838. 


Dear brother Thomas, 

I have been requested by several of the 
brethren to send you a copy of the letter IL wrote werrly twelve 
months ago to brother Caimph: ||, as it has caused sich) ato do 
among the brethren. Perhaps t may turn outto te advantage 
ef some; therefore, I send you an exactcopy. Iihink I made 
no alteration in the one I sent him; this being the first I wrote, 
and his a copy of this. You may do with itas you please, as 
brother C. has not answered half of the questions, and not one 
satisfactorily, | should like for them to go far and near, if the 
would be the means of causing any of those, who profess reli- 
gion to arouse from their Jethargy, and examine themselves by 
asking the questions and let the word of God answer them, that 
they may know whether they are in Christ; for many will be de- 
ceived even after Judgement shall have begun, saying Lord have 
we not pr -phesied in thy name and done many wonderful worke. 
To whom the Lord will say, depart you workers of iniquity, forI 
never approved you. 

Brother Campbell said in one of his numbers he did not know 
my motive for writing to him, but — y motive is obvious if he 
will examine himself by those questions in connexion with the 
July number of the Harbinger. I had no idea when I wrote te 
him, that any public notice would be taken of my letter, request 
a Soe an:wer, which makes the motive still more obvious, 


Give my love to accept the same from one who 
Wishes you well. 





LOUISA A. ANDERSON, 


—0 
Paris, Ky. June 23rd, 1838, 
This is the day of your trial. Baz 
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fear not, neither be faint-hearted. Ged wil! deferd the rights 
Let patience have her perfect work. ‘Then will you uppeat like 
id seven times putified—How necessary is paticnee, how no- 
le, how god like the exercise! Without it, bow d:es the wound 
fret, and the arrow sink deeper and deeper—-llow peculierly ne 
cessary it is for those who are sirangers and pilprms cn this 
earth; for trials, persecutions and 2Mfictions are their special por- 
tion. But the promise is, * Be of good cheer, tor ib have over. 
come the world.”” O, whata principle is that, which leads tos 
submission in all things for righteouscess sake; meekly sustain. 
ing the cross; looking to him who endured it, who despised the 
shame, and suffered such contradiction scaipst himself, This is 
patience fraught with love! ‘This is the diamond of the good 
man, which will shine brighter an! brighter.—We trust dear 
brother, that you will still continue firm!y to stand in the Ther- 
mopyle of the Church, and nobly defend the ness against the 
combined forces of the Apostacy in all their multitedincus forms; 
ever remembering that the warfare is spiritual and must be con. 
tested with spiritual weapons, anfl not with the weapous of me- 
taphysical subtlety. This would be to fight (ro/‘ak in Saul’s 
armor. ‘Therefore, keep the sword keeu!y set, two-edged and 
sharp-pointed. God demands us, and the times more than ever 
admonish us, to hold faster and faster ‘the form nf sound words; 
as it can not be denied that there is a species of Jatitudinarianism, 
(not recognized by the word of God,) nuw ope,ating in some of 
the congregations even of “ this reformation ;” coming sanction- 
ed with all the authority of great names, which we fear is com- 
promising the integrity of christian principle, and consequently 
neutralizing the decisive force of its action. This spurious liber. 
alism as it may be called, must be a prodigal son of old Bigotry. 
But he is the very antipodes of his old father. He is handsome, 
polite, insinuating—and although somewhat superficial, possesses 
that polish and tact which impose upon ge-eral chservers, But 
to —_ without a figure, this /iberalism, was neta part of the 
truth which the Apostles declared. No. They did not compro- 
mise, they did not mitigate the matter with the sects and parties 
of theirday. "They did not shun to declare the whole truth, and 
that in the most pointed and most pungent manner. Truth is 
enique, and to be efficient must stand forth in all its prominent - 
ealiarities. If you soften down her features, you destroy her 
Beauty, and you lyze her usefulness. Some say you are toe 
personal, too harsh, too sarcastic ; but they should remember that 
the sayings of Jesus were hard sayings. Who can hear them! 
So hard were they, that many of his disciples went back and 
walked no more with him. It is true there is a wound that fol- 
Jows the grip, with which you seize your prey, in general, whieh 
nothing but the justice of your reflections could heal. 
We do love Bro, Campbell, not only in word, but in deed and 


ia trath, But truth asd esndor compel us to say that we de net 
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‘A few months ago,’ says ‘ir. Sands, ‘the Founder of this 





System boasted, that it was on the increase in this and other Ci- 
ties.’ This boast was indeed exhibited ; we read it, and perfect- 
ly understood its meaning. it wos, we think, intended to signify, 
chet now * Doctor Thomas had '+ ft the great obstacle was remov- 
ed, and consequently the Churc'. 1 Richmond was beginning to 
flourish. We should indeed r.i- ice, if it were true; for of all 
Churches with which we are arquaitted, none requires 3 radical 
improvement more than that of Sycamore. Its birth was carnal, 
its increase unscriptural, and its Constitution unsound. Before 
we were sufficiently acquainted with the walk and conduct of its 
’ Constituents, we too hastily ccnciuded, that it was a Chureh of 
’ Christ. In this weerred taking tr granted on report, which we 
had not personally proved We have heen disposed to give oth- 
ets as much credit for intes,: «1 intention ag we know, that 
we deserve ourselves. Forth: future we are almost induced te 


believe nothing unless upon tic evidences of our own senses.— 
"All men are liars, says the vrophet, and although this is not 
_ @xactly our experience, yet it ho» sufficiently or oe us, that man- 

e true'charactes 
of this Ecclesiastical instiiuticr— ‘hat, as a Charch, it was Chrie- 
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quire knowledge and to practice tne troth in general, we could 
have made ell allowances ccm pa ible with rectitude cf principle. 
But, except in a few solitary cases, there was no such inclination 
manifested. When we would lecture op the importance of know]- 
edge. its renewing efficacy. and so forth; the culpability of igno- 
rance while the means of illumination were at hand, and so forth, 
*Filder’ T. J. G . in our absence would set up a c: uoter plea, 
and labour to show, in the face of the adage, that ‘a \ittle learn- 
ing is a dat.yerous thing ‘—how littic knowledge weu!d do. Bee 
ing exceeding!y ignorant hineelf. it was quite characteristic that 
he should plead for ignerance ; for the doctrine, that we are re 
newer! by knowiedtge. clearly demonstrated that he wos wantin 
in the very first principle of regeneration. The woridliminded- 
mess, ukewermuess, and listless indifference of this communi 
is notorious to ali who view it through the word. Although Mr. 
Sands’ Churches are not one whit superior, his critique upon the 
Kerrite—reformer; in Richmond is certainly true. ‘The increase 
is not in numbers ;* ‘nor in harmony,’ ‘nor in growth in grace;’ 
for the Re::nant Sixty-Fighi, or more properly, the Fourth Bap- 
tist Church in Richmond,has dimimshed by twenty members since 
the ‘ boasted’ increa e of six to which Mr. Sands refers; those 
who remain are not even harmonious ' support of the conspira- 
cy against us; and the ungracious s!anders which they tolerate, 
and the confessed worldlimindeducss cf their ‘elders’ or more 
properly speaking of their ‘lords’—but too plainly exhibit the 
gracelessness of their hearts. 

Passion, and not principle. was the meagure of Reformation 
in Richmond during our acquaintance with it. This is abundant- 
ly manifest in the inconstancy of their meetings. On Sunday 

ey will turn out passably, provided there be due notice of 
‘preaching ;’ but, if it be known, that * Parson Glenn,’ as they 
eal! him, is to be the speaker, they squander off to every tountain, 
but their own. Some of course remain; but the cold formality 
and listlessness of these is sufficient to freeze the affrctions of all 
apectatore.* There is a stated meeting in the week ; at which 
rarely more than six or eight of the members attend. Politics 
and other worldly affairs are the burden of conversation previous- 
ly to entering upon the formal] routine of their religious ceremo- 
nies. ‘This is the rule; to converse on the things of Christ the 
exception thereto. As we have in effeet remarked to them in 
our addresses, * we have heard those among you who ean split 
hairs in polities, and distinguish with great nicety and eloquenee 
between nullification and its opposite; how is it then, that when 








. Though they have one by whem fo gratify an itching gar 
their meetings we are informed, are exceedingly thir; scme wan- 
der off to the Deiverentian, some to Baptist preachings out,of 
town, and so'forth. Poor evidence this of the steady advance of 
the good cause in Richmond! @ 
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you come together you have oot a word to say in behalf of the 
things you pro'ess °"—(ut . e see now their wisdom in keeping 
silence ; for kno ing how little of the doctrine of Christ was in 
them, ant liow full tiey were of the world, they wi ely said 
nothing, hivins nothing to say. The only exception to this re- 
mark is T) J. G—, who most unmereifally kills tune, by on 
almost interminable talk about nothing. Itis a fact which speaks 
volumes, namely, that with the exeeption of W. M. C ’ 
there is not ene of the whole body. that can offer prayer in the 
prese::ce of the congrsyation, ner deliver a word of exhertation 
tohis brethren ‘I. J. GG — may be said to do both, and J. B. 
B . but their dotugs won'd certainly be * mose honored In 
the breach than the observance ;’ T'. J. G ’s in particular: for 
of all doletu’ lamentations, unseripturai petitions, and vain repe- 
titions, called proyer; it has never been our misfortune to listen 
to worse. We know several, who have declared, that they could 
not siy, ‘Amen’ to his effusions; and yet he was tenacious to 
inflict these upon us as the Commencement of worship. If there 
are others, we know then not. ‘here are some among them, 
who, if the truth were in their hearts, might do much in instruc 
ting their fellows; fer. if you broach a question of potitics they 
are ali life and seul as it were; and can display a memory, pow- 
er of speech, and fluency, which has often surprised us. But 
change the subject of conversation from polities and worldly af- 
fairs to the testimony of God and the doctrine of Christ—end in- 
stantly a silence supervenes as ominous as death, and the pro- 
pounde, has the talk en irely to himself. This is our experie:ce; 
and its truth cannot bec nfted. We have often told such. that 
they have no lack of natural ability. and have dene our best to 
stimulate them to exercise their faculties ina more profitable man- 
ner; but in vain: ‘out of the fulness of the heart ‘the mouth 
speaks.” 

Passion not principle, should be their motto, for it accords 
best with their practice. Ia saying this, we are reminded of the 
following incident, which we record by. way of illustration, We 
had become eonvince:, that good would result from adopting the 
order of worship, historically exhibited in Acts 2. 42. According- 
ly, we determiaed to submit the question to the congregation. 

fe did so; gave our reasons in suppo:t of it, and proposed, that 
we should in future adopt it as the order of our exercises. Be- 
fore, however, proceeding to conduct the worship in conformity to 
it, we requested, that if any present had any Seriptyral reason to 
offer against it, that they would rise and lay it before the Charch ; 
but, that if nene had any thing to state against it, we should na 
turaily conclude, that they unanimously assented to its future 
practise. Having waited a reasonable time, and not a whisper of 
dissent reaching ue, we continued, that as they had consented, we 
aheuld proceed with the worship in the order of Acts 2. 4z. Om 
the next Lord's Day, we were absent, and T. J, G—— presided; 
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when, notwithstanding the unanimous consent of the Sunday pre. 
vious, he relapsed into the practices consentaneous!y abandoned. 
This was nothing uncommo: with hiin; for bys single act in the 
absence of wholesome check he could undo, what would require 
Scripture and reason to perform, But what surprised us most 
was, the servile acquiescence of the congregation. They could 
reject one principle and adopt another to-day, and with as much 
facility and nouchalance renounce it to-morrow! Thus principle 
Was in more cases than one the sport of passion, ignorance, and 
presumption. 

About twelve months before we left Richmond, we purchased 
8 farm, some 40 miles from that City. Even then, however, we 
had no thoughts of removal. We iitended to have worked it by 
deputy, while w) continued to reside in the metropolis; for our 
hopes and enterprise were bound up with the establishment of a 
genuine reform—for we aimed at nothing short of am entire and 
uncompromising restovation of the Christian He igion in 
theory and practice, in heart and life, in pudlicand private, 
fo arirairy wilh the Apostolic Age, Spiritual gijis ond mi- 
racles only excepted. This was an arducus underiahing, and 
one which experience has taught os, requires asupe: human agen- 
cy to effect, amidst such a populetion as that of Lichmend. We 
communicsted this object of our * ambition’—(and reader! they 





say we are ‘ambitious’)—to our Ci-devant foond WM 

B— ~- t, who was always sceptical, of suecess ; not believing, 
as he has olten said, in effect, that Churches, as a whole, could be 
reformed ; individuals might, but Churches exceeding! y dcubtful, 
if atall. We usd to urge, that Scripture justified (he expecta- 


tion ; for that the Ay gee of the Church, the age¢regate of in- 
dividuals, and termed * the Lainb’s Wife,’ was predicted in the 
sacred writings. His acquaintance with the materials of the Sy- 


camore Church sufficiently sustained his views inr./stion to their 
radical reform; his insight into their capabilities for being im- 


pressed by eternal truth was more profeund than our own; and 
though he somewhat shook our anticipation of success in regard 
to them, we told him, that we would at all events try them for 
enother year. 

We come now to say something about cur secular affairs, since 
these have been interfered with by certain of our traducers. Dus- 
ing our sojourn in Richmond, (abcut two years and three months,) 
we maintained ourselves by our own professicnal cflorts and 80 
forth. We had three sources of pecuni .ry supplies, namely, the 
practice of ‘medicine, the Advocate, and some funds from the sale 
of the real estate of a relation. We reeeived no salary from the 
Church, although we labored for its genuine prosperity night and 
day. We invariably regarded our worldly atiairs as subordinate, 
and secondary to our spiritual, which were not personal only, but 
public. This is well known, and often caused our pormal frends 
to advise us to stay more in the City and mind our profession) 
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for it was notorious, that we neglected it in the cause of reform. 





The expedie: cy of giving us asalary by which to secure our ¢er- 
vices more i: the City and less abroad, was agitated among cer- 
tain, and rep ried tousby W B -t; but he knows that 
we spurned tce idea, as the sale of our independence. The 
fee of the hirc'ing has never yet dulled cur palm, or seared our 
conscienve, sor shall it. e leave it to ‘time servers’ and 
‘men pleasers” to take the bribes of a wicked and adulterous 
generation. if the brethren think proper to be at eharges with 


us in the tec ning of our fellow mortals the words of eternal life, 
we will noi refuse them the opportunity. If they assist us, it is 
well; and if they do not, it is also well: we have always deter- 
mined. and sail continue to do _e—to support cur family by our 
own efforts, and to hft up our veice far and wide against Secta- 
rianism and pseudo-reform, and in favour of the unadulterated 
Word of God. When we find, that our support, and public la- 





bours far and wide, can no longer oo hand in hand, we shall re- 
tire into private life and labour to provide for cur own household 
by a return to professional conceris 

There were a few in Richmond, when we first settled in the 
City, who expressed their sense of our services and integrity, by 
presenting us with earnests of theirs good wil}, As far as we Te- 
member they amounted to ahout ei hty or one hundred dollars 
Concerning these free will off rings, we inquired of cur Mentor, 
W B t, through whom they were made, whether it 
was to the Church or to individuals. we were indebted for the 
amount; he assured us, that it was to in ividuals and not to the 
Church. This set us at ease; for our pn wae rade up to ree 
ceive nothing from the Church in Richmond’. in view of this, 
we repeat that while in Richmond, we supported curselves by our 


own industry ; unless it can he shown, thet two persons can live 
in an expensive City for upwards of two years, and pay their way, 
upon one hundred dollars ! 

In regard to the principles upon which we conducted our pro- 
fessional affairs, we observe, that to the best of vur recollection 
there were no covenants, bargains, or agreements made be 
tween us and those who employed us ; that only excepted which 
was the *#bject of conversation between us and C 
on the Mechanicksville Turnpike. It is net the first time, that 
this person has stoutly maintained for truth that which is not so. 
J. B. B and G H we are informed, can 
testify to this.—We entered into no ‘ understanding,’ expressed 
or implied, with the members of Sycamore. Ever since we be- 
gan the practice of medicine, it has been our rule to adapt our 
charges to the circumstances of our patients. We had sent in 
our account to one, who called to settle it a day or so before we 
left Richmond. We had visited his family, upwards of two 
miles from our residence, fifteen times, for which we charged him 
$15. He complained to us that times were hard, and his circum- 
staaces straitened, and asked, if ten dollars would notdo. We 
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immediately acquiesced, and gave him a receipt in full. Be- 
fore, we caine to this Country, we attended upwards of two 
thousand Cases, and supplied them with medicive, ehiefly at 


our uwneust. We have never feit the least Gi jossun ou ex- 
tortion ' elore or sinee We becawe Christian ; wnd oo cone has 
ever complained to us of inability to pay thut hus nor. et with 
that practical sympathy which virtuou. poverty i. cuutsdtoat 
the hands of those who can relive). We are toe fiend of 
the poor, for we have also felt the pro) oh that winch pinehes 
them; and it is a grateful remini-c: hat it ist ise 
minded and rich, and not the poor. -onsanely and im. 
ey clamoring against us | ostion and buigaine 
reaking. 

Down to the time of our preparine t . Richmond, with 
the exce; tion of Mr. Haines’ case alicasy rerorred ts C. 
Carter’s, there was no charge of eaterlion against us (6! we 
were aware of. Our traducers charge us faiccly when they 
affirm the contrary. It was not till the visit of a fisend 1 Lich- 
mond, subsequently to the episile of the three, that we wcre 
informed that one Griffin was the case whieh they . © to. 


Til. this we were not aware that he was one of cur accu ets, 
The following is the true statement as fa: as we recollect. This 
rsen called upon us to attend his fanaily at various in es.— 

0 agreement. either expressed or understood, was mii be- 
tween us. He employed us asa physician, we attended him 
as such, and charged hie what by inquiry, we aS8certained to 
be the usual fees in the City. In sending in the acecunt at 
Christma~ we made it out'an the form published in the pan:ph- 
let. From shat, without explanation, it would appear .hat we 
had charged five dollars for attending Mrs G. on the 17th Feb; 
75 00 for -atteading his Son on March 24th, and so on; but 
this was not the case. Jn drawing out our account, we gave 
enly the date achen we commenced our altendance on ecch 
patient. ‘Thus, we began our attendance .on Mrs Griffin Feb. 
17, and continued to visit her on the 18th. 20th, and 25th, and 
on March 6th, for which we charged five dollars. In the case 
of her Sou. we began on the 241h Mareh, and continued until 
April 12th, about which time he died. In all we paid sixty- 
three visits for which we were entiiled to sixty-thiee dollars; 
but we .charged, and received for no more than sixty. The 
ca-e did not really need this number of calls; and had we 
beea left to our own judgment in the case, we should not have 
paid more than abeut two thirds of that number. But the fact 
was, that Mr Griffin was incessantly at‘our heels; so that af- 
ter the first day, we were never allowed to pay less t! an two, 
oftener three, and from the seventh to the twelfth of Apr! ne 
ess than five visits aday. We have oiten said, and we say ® 
a gain, thatit is worth three dollars a visit, thcugh but « iew 
doors of, to attend the family of such an incessant fidget ae 
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Griffin, when any of them are sick. We charged h'm the cus- 
tomary fees, and the Triumvirate to the contrary nevertheless, 
we maintain that we were entitled to every cent we re- 
eeived. 

A short time after sending in our account, it was reported to 
us, that Griffin was speaking hard things against us in relation 
to his bill; in consequence whereof we sent him, in all good 
disposition, a note to this effect :— 


Bro. Griffin, 

It would gratify ine exceedingly, if my brethren 
would be kind enough, when they think they have any cause 
of comp.aint against me. 'o state their difficulties to me in per- 
son, that I might at lea: have the opportunity of obviating 
them if possible; and not to talk to my prejudice behind my 
back, as it is reported to me you are doing. Against such a 
proceeding there is. no defence. If you feel yourself aggriev- 
ed by me, let me know in what and I will endeavour to satisfy 
you. 

Your’s &c., 
JOHN THOMAS. 


We were surprised at receiving no answer to this. The 
Pamphlet, however, recently issned, informs us for the first 
time of the cause, namely, our note never reached Mr. Griffin, 
having been intercepted by his wile, who pronounced an Eve’s 
judgement upon it, deeming it of a highly msulting nature, and 
forthwith consigned it to the devouring flames ! Does ‘he read- 
e: think this note insulting? If he does, he certainly attaches 
some idea to the word insult of which we are ignorant. Teo 
insult, is to trample upon, to triumph over, to treat with inso- 
lence; a spirit, which we submit to every honorable man, is no 
where displayed in the communication. 

The writer of the Pamphlet says, that ‘Mrs G. did not let 
any one know of it for upwards, perhaps, of two years, fearin 
that if Mr. G. should see it, it would result in the exclusion © 
him or Dr. T. from the Church. Hem! Mrs G., we‘ guess,’ 
had more ‘Secretiveness’ than most of Eve’s daughters, if 
she could conceal such a burning piece of news from her cara 
sposa for upwards of two years ; and must have had, we trow, 
avery poor opinion of his understanding if she thought be 
would make such a note a matter of ecclesiastical appeal !— 
But she need not have concealed it so long; because we left 
Richmond about one year and seven months after the note was 
written; so that there was no danger of our exclusion, atleast, 
from.the Church. We suspect, that it was no love for us, 
‘which restrained her, but rather a distrust of how far her hus- 
Band might stand suceessfully a scrutiny as to the spirituality 
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of his life, &c! But make the most of it, and it emounts toa 
mighty nothing. 


It was subsequently suggested to us bya friend. that it was 
possible, we had made a mistake in the acevint; and that it 
would be well to review it. Wedid so; aa? ‘ound, that we 
had miscalculated the number of visits toGiifin’s Soo. Im- 
mediately, therefore, on making this discovery, we re-stated 
the account. The correction was as follows :—-* \ arch 24,~ 
Attendance on Son, including sixty -three visits, s\xty dollars.” 
We sent this corrected account forthwith, and « , in effect, 
that we had miscalculated the item, and that instead of seven- 
ty-eight, it ought to have been sixty-three vis\'s. Where was 
x be extortion in this ? At the usual charge In ihe ity, we were 
entitled to sixty three dollars, but claimed en: rece:ved three 


doliars less, than custom gave us a right io. Now reader, 
mark the animus or spirit of thes emen—(h-y conspire to get 
up a charge of extortion against us, and jound it upon a do- 
cument which had been superseded by acorrected one. They 
give to the public the original account which had become null 
and void; endeavour to make the impression, that the charge 
was for one or two days altendunce ; declare, that we had ad- 
ded insult to extortion, and pass over with aslurihe true bill 
as an affair of mere secondary importance in the case. We 
dare not trust ourselves to characterize with the epithets it de- 
serves, the baseness of such conspirators against our reputation. 

Griffin paid us his account in two payments; fifty dollars, 
we believe, by W B t, and the balance to our 
brother after we had let the City. We met with him after- 
wards but once only, as far as we remember now; and then we 
exchanged civilities. From the time that we sent in this cor 
rected account, until very lately, we had no reason to believe, 
but that he was enurely satisfied ;* for we heard of no more com- 
plaint either from his own, or the lipsof others. We therefore, 
supposed that the difficulty had subsided. One thing, we well 
remember, that in conversing with one of the B ts upon 
the subject, he observed, in effect, that it was nething new for 
Jemmy Griffin to grumble, for he scarcely ever employed a phy- 
sician but he quarrelled with him! We supposed therefore, that 
we had only come in for the usual perquisite ! 

We forbear at this time to enter upon Carter’s case. Some 
things have to be submitted in connexion, which we have no 
room for in this number; and which, if we mistake not, will 
cover with ignominy and confusion this evil-eyed assailant. 
| Epiror. 


* Bro. Griffin, said a friend of ours to him, did you ever complain to the 
Doctor about your bill ?—No, said he, in effect ; and but for the Elders I 











should never have said a word about it; they were continually at me te 
give them the account. Yet, these‘ Elders’ say, they appear against w 
reluctanily or quite foreign te their wishes. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


Hanover County, Virginia. 


Dear Sir, 

I have paid some attention to the Protestant Sects, 
and as it seems to me they ail misunderstand the doctrine of 
the Holy Spirit. They teach, and some Retormers teach the 
same thing, that it is an invisible direction fiom God, indepen- 
dent of the Word of God, which enteis the heart to convict 
‘ the sinner. Sucha Holy Spirit! cannot find in the New Tes- 
tament. There are many places there where the Holy Spirit 
is mentioned. I cannot see where we are promised any such 
a spirit in this late age. The convicted onthe Day of Pente- 
cost, were immersed in the name of Jesus Christ for the Re- 
mission of sins, that they might receive the Holy Spirit.—- 
Was it not the Spirit of Christ? They were conscious of 
submitting to him; they had a Spirit, which was meek, and 
peaceadle, gentle and easy to be entreated. It is my opinion, 
that they got it by the Apostles preachi.g; and that we get it 
in the sarne manner. It is my faith, that the New Testament 
is the only Holy Spirit we receive in submitting to the autho 
rity of Jesus Christ. But I fear to venture far on such things; 
but I would simply ask a few questions— 

1. What is the Holy Spirit ? 
2. Where do we get it from? 
3. How is it received ? 

4. At what time? 


Answer the above, through your candid paper, and you 
will oblige 
A DEPENDANT YOUTH. 


Observations. 

1. We can no more define the essence of the i J Spirit, 
than we can define the essence of the chr f The Holy Spi- 
rit is the Spirit of God, which is inseparably connected with 
himself. Itis that, by which he creates, and sustains all things, 
and by which also he inspired men with wisdom, knowledge, 
and wonderful gifts. It is holy,wimighty, all-kKaowing, and 
all wise ; because he himself is so. The Spiritof God hae 
never been seen, except under a veil o: form; because no man 
has ever seen God, neither can he, and live. No created thing 
eould behold the unveiled essence of God, and continue to be. 
God is Spirit, and the Spirit is his power in all its innumerable 
displays. Whatever the Hol Spirit does God does; aad what- 


ever it says He likewise declares. God contrives, ona 
and decrees what the Holy Spirit executes. He knows 

things ; and the Holy Spirit reveals all things which he knows, 
that are known. He spoke to the Ancients by his Spirit in the 
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Prophets. in his Son, in the Apostles. and their Spiritual Con- 
temporaies and to the Muder,, in these latter days, he speaks 
in, by, or through the Sacasp Scriprures. Whosvever believes 
the truta of Sc ipture, believes the Apostles, Jesus the Pro- 
phets, the Holy Spint, Gop; for these are the links in that 
massy chain, which binds us to the Eternal Throne. 

2. Wiuoever obtains the Holy Spirit derives it from God.— 
To get the Spirit is to obtain the gifts of God. These are 
called portions of faith; b cause they are gifts «r portions 
which come by ‘the faith.’ They are also ‘diversities’ of 

ifts, ministries, an! operations; because, they are different 
rom) one another, though all deiv d from the same sonice.— 
The Holy Spirit, when given, is bestowed, not for the advan- 
tage of individuals, but for the benefit of all with whom they 
may be associated. It we were to grant that the Holy Spint 
were now given, we are persuaded by this, that thoce who say 
they have received it do err; they have not received it, for 
through thein it never benefits any one, nonot even themselves, 
When bestowed on believers it inspires them with ‘the word 
of wisdom, or with ‘the werd of knowledge, with ‘faith,’ 
or the giftof working miracles for the confirmation of the gos- 
pel; ‘gifts of healing, ‘the operations of powers’ or the 
working in others the powers of the Spirit; ‘prophecy’ or the 
speaking infallibly for edification, exhortation, and consolation ; 
‘discerning of spirits, ‘foreign languages,’ ‘the interpre- 
tation of foreign tonsue’.2—These gifts were all to cease ata 
definite time fixed, or rather indicated by Paul. They were 
given in order to qualify certain baptized believers of ‘Tne 
eospe for the service of the Churches in the Apostolic Age; 
TILL the Body of Christ should have arrived at maturity ; whea 
there would no longer be any need of them. Tbe Body b came 
mature, or arrived at manhood, when the Faith and knowledge 
concerning the Son of God, instead of being distributed to the 
custody of Apostles, Prophets, Evangelists, Pastors. and Teach- 
ers, Was united in the Sacred Scriptures; which the same 
Apostle teaches us, are sufficient for all the things necessary to 
save, and completely fit us for every good work. Speaking of 
the gilt of the Spirit, Paul says, ‘whether prophecies, they 
will be out of use; or (the gifts of) foreign languages, they 
shall cease; or science (the word of knowledge) it shall be 
abolished.’—If, then, to get the Spirit, be to obtain any of these 
- as they were obtained of old, we reply we do not get it at 
all. | 

3&4. The how the Spirit is received, depends upon the 
Age. The prophets received the word of wisdom and knowl- 
“dee. by its being whispered into their natural ears; and in vi- 


sions and dreams, and by messengers from heaven. Of Samuel, 
it is said, that‘ God whispered into his ear ;’ and Jesus said 
his Apostles, ‘what is whispered ip your.ears, proclaim fiom 
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the house tops.” After his resurrection, he breathed upon them, 
asa sign of the bre.thing into them of the Holy Spirit, which 
was to Com: upon them as a rushing wind, In connexion with 
the sign, they received the power of remitting and retaini 
sins. It was not till Penteeost, that they were endued wit 
power by the Holy Spi.it coming upon them. On that day, 
they became the depositaries uf the Spirit. They were the 
eaithern ves-elsin whom the Spiritual treasure was deposited. 
After the day of Pentecost, with the ~pecial exceptions of Saul 
of ‘l'arsas and the family of Cornelius, the Holy Spirit was 
bestowed only on the baptized b levers of the gos;el; and 
not upon all of thein. It was only upon certain of them, that 
they might be qualified to serve the rest in the affiairs of the 
Kingdom.—The question arise. here, how did these baptized 
believers of the gospel in the time of the Aposiles receive the 
Holy Spirit ?—The answer is, by prayer and the imposition of 
hands, and sometimes by the latier alone. As proof we cite 
the cases of the citizens of Samaria, the Seven Deacons of 
the Church in Jerusalem, an . the twelve .e immersed disciples 
at E.phesus. 

Tie voice of Peter on Pentecost has been misunderstood.— 
It isatrue, he said ‘he baptized for the re:nission of sins, and 
you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit; itis true also 
that the gift was subsequent to baptisin; but it is not correct, 
to say that it comes upon them without the interveniionof any 
other mans than immersion. The case of the Samaritans 
show; clearly that something more than baptism was n¢ces:ar 
to the rec ptorof the Holy Spirit. Before the ba ized believ- 
ers of the gospel in Samaria could r-ceive the Spirit it was 
necessary that Peter and John, two of the Apo ths in whom 
the Spirit was deposited, should go down to that city fur the 
especiil purpose of praying for them. that thev might receive 
it, and lay fheir hands upon them. ‘The means of remis- 
sion are beliet of the truth, amendment of life, and immersion 
into the truth believed; but th means by whic the Holy Spi- 
rit was reczived by men, was prayer ana the laving on ot the 
hands of those who could impart it, 12 addition to the means 
of remission. We are deceived, therefore, if we say, that the 
qift of the Holy Spirit necessarily and naturally follows ba 
tisn for remission. It did not necessarily and immediately 
and without further conditions, follow bapti-m in the primitive 
Church; neither does it now, nor has it ever since, 

There is ‘fruit of the Spirit’ as well as ‘giits.” The fru't 
of the Spirit is the works, or effects, which are consequent upon 
the operation of the truth apon the hearts of believers. These 
work: are manifested in the lives of the aithful. These woiks 
are t rmed the fruit of the Spirit. because, ‘it is the Spint 
through whom the truth e mes. He thar believes the truth, 


believe: the Spirit; and he that honestly believes the truth 
N 
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practises the truth, and in so doing the fruit of the Spirit is 
developed in his lifeand conversation. *The fruitof the 8 irit 
is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, fidelity, 
meekness, temperance.’—Now, there is no occasion for a special 
communication of the Holy Spirit to produce such fruit in the 
lives of the faithful. The truth residing richly in the heart is 
sufficient for the development of every virtue. The Holy Spi- 
rit which stimulates believers to these good works, is received 
the instant the truth is received and practised. For in these 
days, he resides in men by the truth believed. God is truth, 
therefore the Holy Spirit is truth; but God and his Spirit are 
one, and ¢he truth is another. That man in whom the truth 
dwells most abundantly, and who practises what he knows, is 
most a temple of the Spirit. 

Many, indeed the mass, of professors talk much and loud- 
ly about ‘a Christian Spirit.’ It most frequently happens, that 
cline who talk most about it, have least of it. The essence of 
a Christian Spirit is to believe and practise the truth. That 
Spirit, which is called ‘Christian,’ is but a mean spirit, which 
permits men to compromise one iota of the truth, either in word 
or deed, to meet the prejudices of the world. Some are natu- 
rally good-natured, and love those who love them, which is the 
gemuine spirit of party; yet, though called Christians, they 
neither know nor practise the truth; yet their fellows, about as 
enlightened as themselves, applaud their spirit as pre-eminently 
Christian. Well this is natural, though not spiritual, enough. 
Anti-christ has his standard of ‘Christian’ virtues, as well as 
the Apostles of the Lamb. He that seeks to please men will 
be bepraised to his heart’s content; but we should remember, 
that the only proof we can give of the Spirit dwelling in us is 
by producing that fruit, so highly commended in the Scriptures 
of truth, and against which there is no law. 

Of what has been said this isthe sum. The Holy Spirit is 
the Spirit of God by which he does every thing, and without 
which he does nothing. The distributions of his power are 
termed the Holy Spirit, who comes direct from the throne.-- 
In the primitive Age he was communicated to the obedient by 
prayer and imposition of hands, and is now received, and dwells 
in men by a belief of the truth, which is through the Spirit.— 
But the reader must examine for himself, according to the 
adage—‘ prove all things, and hold fast taat which is good.’ 

Epitor. 
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RETROSPECT OF NORTH EASTERN TRAVEL. 


In the autumn of 1837, I visited the lower Counties of Vir 
ginis. Upon that occasion J was received with much kindness 
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and hospitality; and on my departure was pees invited to 
visit that section again. I promised,and should certainly have 
done so ut a much earlier period, but tor the necessity which 
bound me fast to issue the Report of the things debated be- 
tween myself and a Presbyterian ‘Divine’ in Luneiburg.— 
Before, however, | could complete the publicatiun of the voe 
lume, | had bec me the subject of much and grievous calumny ; 
so that, I could no longer start on another tour upon the invita- 
tions pteviously given by word and by epistle. | had been 
charged with denying the faith (and theretore, with being 
‘worse than an infidel’); Mr. Campbell had cut me off from 
his fellowship, and had called upon all Churches in his Com- 
munion to do the same; three men in a City of Cain at the 
instigation of others hid accused me of crime, and had pub- 
lished a miserable and mendacious pamphlet, which they had 
circulated against me to the four winds of heaven. It is true, 
that Mr. Campbell’s Ex-communication was responded to ap- 
provingly by only ten men out of a Church of seventy or there- 
abouts, in Philadelphia; nevertheless, upon the principle that 
‘an absent man is generally in the wrong.’ I knew not but 
that the ez-parte statements of those who bear me no good 
will, might have so waiped the judgments of my brethren as 
to superinduce in their minds alienation and dislike. Accord- 
ingly | wrote to the friends in Louisa, Spottsylvania, Essex, 
King William, and Hanover, stating that if agreeable! would 
be with them on certain days; and as time was too short to 
wait for an answer, and then publish them, I forthwith insert- 
ed the appointments on the cover of the Advocate. 

About twenty-four hours before my departure, | received re- 
plies fiom Fredericksburg, King William, and Hanover. By 
those from these Counties I was assured, that the brethren lov- 
ed and esteemed me, and were determined not to give me up, 
and that I might expect to be affectionately received and kindly 
treated as a brother. | also learned, that a proposition had been 
submitted to the members of the Acquinton inviting me among 
them, and that it had been carried affirmatively by a large ma- 
jority of that Church, who would be glad to see me. My let- 
ter of conditional appointment was laid before the Congrega- 
tion of Bethesda in Hanove: for its consideration, and was 
sanctioned, and in the letter announcing this fact, ] was assured, 
that although some of the brethren did not agree with me on 
some points, they were not disposed to give me up for mere 
difference of opinion. 

In regard to Fredericksburg the reply was not altogether so 
bland. An idea had heen entertained 4 some that difficulties 


were subsisting between me and the Sycamore Church ; and on 
that account they hesitated to extend to me the hand of fellow- 
ship. This notion, however, was erroneous; for between meand 
that Church, as a whole, there has been, and is ne difficulty atall. 
It is with the threemen, styling themselves ‘Elders,’ and abeut 
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three or four more, with whom Lam at issue; although Mr. Cam 

bell courted tue alliance of the Church im the C ru-ace he had in- 
stituted again.t me, the Church did int respond according to 
his wishes. ‘The idea, therefore. 6" the ( burch be ing a party 


in the assail was erroneous; and o: | )5, 1 telieve, they are 
now conVinced.—The Second ite: m, eclinert im tue way 
of an entire y good understanding wo toe dicerepent eonclu- 
sions from the same premises cone: :) 0. «eet held some 
four years ago at Smyrna, pubii bed vy wet © © volumes of 
3834 and 1338. Hence, before |. aving re pwr ded to 
their epistle, from which the followiny t ccactin re letion 
tothe matter; and to which as faras i coo \ccy Lave taken 


no exception ;— 


“Asto the passage about the Smyria Meet ug, I was as 
surprised at seeing it as you. 1 entiresy torgot hat | had ever 
— a notice of it. 1 spoke of it in my jetties tc Mr. Camp- 

eli under impression, which I now see l bh. d net attne (reef 
the meeti g.—The question then is— Why were these imprese 
sions at these several times different ?— Vh $1. my etswei— 
when | penned the paragraph which aypeared mi the ist Vol- 
ume, the ultimate truits of our laburs we e ret beture me; the 
proximate fruits were the immerson of sixtecu:-—The u/limate, 
as I afterwards learned, were the di orderly anc unholy prac- 
tices of some of thes» persons. Ax faras 1 tow remember, 
the trath was laid before them; th y were itimersed after 
hearing it.—This is matter of fact. Putting thes. two things 
together, | came to the conclusion, that th y were pricked to 
the heart by the truth. Experience has -ince tanght me that 
such a corclusion does not necessarily flow from sueh pr mise 
es; and from the information as to their delinquency sub e- 
quently acquired, I concluded that, as fhe fruit was lad the 
tree was bad, or in other words, that it must have been some- 
thing else than the truth of which they were begotten; for I 
do hold now, that. in these times, a man whois begotten of the 
word of truth overcomes the world, and holds tast the truth,. 
through evil and through good report. 

Well, | admit that the conclusions are different and contra- 
dictory. Before! was informed of their delinquency (scme 
of them I do not suppose all) I was of opinion that they were 
begotten of the truth (and you know i is na urat to think well 
of one’s own work, and they were partly mine. perhaps the 
bad was mine; the good Dr. Duval’s, &c.)—Since their truits 
have been reported to me. am compelled to cor.fess that my 
former opinion must have been erroneous. FE'rery effect must 
have acause, If they were not begotten of the truth in my 

inion, to what could | attribute their immersion but to pas 

on 7—Call our proceedings in 1844 what you may—revival 
ef not reviva y were certainly compoundediof reasoning 
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from the Scriptures, and a very feeling-stirring vocalism.— 
These are facts undisputed by triend or foe. It is as to the 
philosophy of these facts that my opinion of 1838 is opposed to 
my opinion of 1834. Had 1 remembered that I had already 
expressed an opinion of that meeting, I should in my letter to 
Mr. Campbell, have noticed it, and have explained the cause 
of the different view I had taken in the case before us.— Vani- 
ty would have caused a man to have kept silence as to any 
falling off in his own converts; but ¢ruth and honesty would 
lead him, in a review of the premises, to state his ; resent 
convictions, though to the deterioration of his own workman- 
ship. It gives me pain wher | hearof persons whom | may 
have induced to be immersed—living unworthy lives; yet if 
candour reguire it, 1 am prompt to admit, that what] may have 
concluded to be of the nature of gold, silver, and yrecious 
stones is after all but wood, hay, and stubble. In this case I 
sufler loss; yet save myselt by my perseverance.” 


Having disposed of these preliminaries, I left home on Friday 
14th of September, a: d arrived at Bro. Wienn’s in Powhattan 
that evening. On the day following Laddressed a congregation 
assembled at Corinth Meeting House within sight of his hos pita- 
ble dwelling place; and on the Lord’s Day united with the 
brethren in showing forth his death, his resurrection, and his 
most worthy praises; and again spoke to a very attentive and 
respectable audience ‘the words of Eternal Life” H:reas in 
every other place, I came across the pamphletof the Sycamo- 
reap Tiiumvirate. Some ten or more had been sent to Bro. 
Wrenn for distribution. He gave me five or six of them, which 
I disposed of to the brethren in [.ouisa; Judging, that as they 
had already done me more good than harm, a wider circulation 
might be still more beneficial. After Lhad concluded my ad- 
dress, | introduced the pamphlet to the notice of the congrega- 
tion. Having informed them, that Las well as they had veen 
gratuitously supplied with a plurality, I proceeded to reply to 
its allecations and to sift its veracious ‘evidence’ in detail._— 
This being accomplished, I put it to the brethren to say if my 
reply were satisfactory ; for if not, I was prepared to answer 
any questions they might think proper to propound. They 
answered, that they were perfectly satisfied. I then inquired, 
if they had any objection to authorise their Elder to certify to 
that effect. To which they rejoined that they had none. Ac- 


cordingly the following certificate was presented tome by him; 
namely — 


To all whom it may concern 
_ greeting. | 
This is to certify, that we the members of the Church of 


Christ, co at Corinth, Powhattan, Virginia, have read 
N 
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4 certain ‘pamplilet published by'the Elders df a‘Cungregation 
in Richmond, wiea charges Bro. Thomas with extortion and 
bargaiu‘breaking, and that we have examined the evicence it 
contains to prove upon him these offene«s. We do further cer- 
tify that we have alse listened to Bro. Thomas’ reply which he 
mad: in our public audience on the Saturday beiore the third 
Lord’s Day of this month :—in consequence whereol, we have 
authorized the EAder of our Body to certity in our behalf, that 
we are satistied, that iro. Thomas is altogether innocent of 
the charg-s alleged against him,:and which are ia our opinion 
frivolous, vexatious, and unjust. 
Sigued by order of the Church, 
ROBT. WRENN, Senr. 
September, 1833. 


A friend was kind enough to meet me in Powhattan for the 
purpose of escorting me to Louisa. On Monday morning we 
started incompany with my brother; and after tiavelling some 
fourteen miles we tafried awhile with @ brother Bowles in 
Hanover, by whose hospitality we were refreshed. Having 
sufficiently recruited both ourselves and horses, we directed our 
course to Bro. N. Turner’s, at whose friendly abode we arrived 
about am hour after sunset. With warm hearts and open coun- 
tenances were we’ welcomed by our worthy brother anc his fa- 
mily. They did every thing ‘in their power to make us com- 
iortable ; nor were their efforts vain, for we sown found ourselves 

vite at home, though but the first time we had visited Louisa. 
While sojourning in these parts, we became personally acquaint- 
ed with several of whom we had‘heard only by report. In re- 
gard to them our feelings were altogether unbiassed ; we were 
therefore prepared to irateinize with them withcut reserve.— 
This, however, was not their case entisely. Nor was this to be 
wondered at when we consider the influences brought to bear 
upon them. I was informed that many had been greatly pre- 
judiced against me, but that their hard feelings had been con- 
siderably softened down by the oo nn of the Richmond 
Three. Certain of them had been to that City, and were there 
assured, that there was a document coming out which was 
completely to put me down. Their expec.ations were high 
and intense. At last the laboring mountain bore, and brought 
forth only a ridiculous mouse! ‘The anticipations of the breth- 
ren though commensurate with the great promises of my ene- 
mies far exceeded their power to perform. ‘The pamphlet of 


Messrs Bragg, Glenn, and Carter was received, and as far as 
we could ascertain, generally deemed a miserable failure ; so 
much so that it was the means of greatly removing the pre- 
judices whieh had already been conceived against me. After 
con luding my addre#s on Tuesday. I proposed to take up the 
pamphlet, and reply to it before the audience; but the brethren 





175 


advised me not, as they considered it worthless, and caleulated, 
if left aloae, to destroy itself. The spirit of the publication 
was sufficient to condemn the letter, and to take it up at that 
time especially might tend only to divert the mind of the au- 
dience from the things preseated to them in discourse. Any 
way woud suit me; the thing itself being supremely contemp- 
tible, any notice | might condescend to take of it, would be 
only for the satisfaction of the doubtiul; and | could assure 
thein, that if the parties concerned were but as well known in 
the Country as in Richmond, | should leave it to expire of it- 
self, if not already dead. 

Our congtegations were excellent. Many, it is probable, 
vame to hear, out of pure curiosity ; and in expectation of list- 
ening to some very strange and heterodexical tiradex, But 
they can bear us witness, that we said nothiig but wkat A pos- 
tles and Prophets have said before. We set forth to them a 
erucified, and a resurrected Christ as the subject matter of the 
prophetic testimony ; and Jesus, that Messiah, according to the 
witness of ‘the Spirit, the Water, and the Blood.’ The gospel 
we proposed to them for the obedience of faith was that Gos- 
pel, of which Paul was not ashamed, and which te declares to 
te the power of God, and rule of Judgement in the day when 
God shall judge the hidden things of men by Jesus Christ— 
The gospel believed and pr acled by the Apostle to the Gen- 
tiles was the theme preseried to them as worthy of all reeep- 
tion to the exclusion of every thing else. ‘ Another gospel’ or 
the gospel perverted by the admixture of human tradition, or 
by tran-p*sition, not being the gospel announced by Paul, conld 
not save men from their sins, and therefore, could not bestow 
upon them a ¢itle to eternal life. The gospel set forth to the 
Jew first, and afterwaids to, the Greek was the gospel apon 
which we labored to rivet the intense consideration of our hear- 
ers, as the chicf good—the divine and only means of puritica- 
tion for the unclean. 

Convinced of this by the arguments of Mr. Campbell in fa- 
vor of baptism for remission of sins as set forth scme years 
ago, some of the brethren in Louisa, upon a Scriptural exami- 
nation of themselves, found that their. consciences instead of 
answering good things to their inquiries, responded only doubt- 
ingly. To the question, ‘have J obeyed the gospel preached 
by the Apostles ?’—their hearts replied misgivingly. Mr. Camp- 
‘bell, I believe, was personally consulted. Need a wife be re-mar- 
ned every time her knowledge is extended in relation to her 
pas i rights and privileges? No; but the question is 


was her marriage legal, o: has she been married at all? if 
not, the woman has no matrimonial rights or privileges ?—~For 
a time, his reasonings, more specious than solid, tranquillized 
sheir consciencies, and calmed their fears. But truth is. pow- 
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erful, and his arguments, more solid than specious. which he had 
previously adduced in support of baptism for remission, gained 
at length the ascendancy. Atter some seven years of hopes 
and fears, several of them at length concluded to obey the 
Ancient Gospel,—a gospel of which they knew nothing at their 
immersion into the Baptist Church. Who could f rbid water 
that these -hould not be immersed into Jesus Christ upon an 
intelligent beet of the truth? It was not forbidden; and 
they put on Messiah, and thus became the seed coi Abraham 
and heirs according to the promise of eternal life and an incor- 
ruptible world, a stort time p eviously to our visit to Louisa. — 
Let no one, then. cuarge this ‘heresy’ upon me; if there be 
any blame (and [think there is some in their case.) it is charge- 
able to my fiend Alexander altogether; for, as 1 was inform- 
ed, it was he. and not I who had directed their minds to the 





subject iy. [think there was some blame in their case.— 
Bor if i was mgut to chey the Ancient Gospel at all, why 
should it pot be Gveyed as openly as was their immersion into 
the Baptist Ldenomination? Ought men to gu down ‘tnging 


into the waters of Sectariaaism, and ¢ with all aitainable pri- 
vacy’ seek a bu iai by immersion into the death of Chnisi? I 
think not. There are no secrets in relation to the kingdom of 
heaven save prayer and alms-deeds ; and as to secret baptisms 
to the intent of secrecy, 1 see no just reascn more than can be 
shown for the adoption of a Frenchman into the American 
Family ‘ with all attatnable privacy.’ ‘ Murder will out’ saye 
the proverb, and so will the truth; how much more honorable 
then, that we should tell it, than that others sheuild tell it for us 
with their own superadditions as to the motives jor conceal- 
ment. The re-immersion of these brethren is sufficient, we 
think, to exculpate us from the especial charge cf ‘ preaching 
re-immersion to the citizens of the kingdom; our friend 
Campbell must needs share with us In the accusation, 7f it be 
true atall. But itis not true; for neither he nor I have done 
it, He believes, and I have it in his own hand writing, that 
for the re-immersion of those who believe not the gospel at 
their first immersion, (and how could they believe it, if they 
did not understand it.)—‘there is all good reason and divine 
authority.’ He has practised re immersion himself, but to use 
his own expression, ‘with all attainable privacy.’ There is 
no difference between our views in the abstract on this very 
topic. The difference, if ought there be, is in ‘a question of 
expediency ’—that is, he thinks it expedient that the aet should 
be done with all atiainable secrecy, while I am opposed to all 
expediency in the case. In this matter of secrecy I blame the 
brethren ; for if it be not expedient to conceal our heavenly 
citizenship, neither can it be expedient to envolve in mystery 
the act by which our naturalization is effected. These remarks 
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being made with the best feeling and intentions, they will, lam 
persuaded, take them al’ in good pari. 


( To be continued.) 
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The Elders and Brethren of the Congregation assembling at Paineville, 
Amelia, Virginia, to the Brethren in Christ throug! these United 
States, greeting: 


In the progress of all institutions to maturity, times of trouble will come; 
no community of fallible mortal men can expect always to career in unin- 
terrupted prosperity. Adverse clouds will svoner or later overspread and 
darken the prospects of the brightest day. Times lke these seem to 
have come over ‘ this reformation.” But three short years ago, all was, or 
at least appeared to be, unity, peace, and co-operation a.noag the disciples 5 
but now, division, strife, and counteraction seem to inark the course of 
those, who yet claim to be the Disciples of the ‘One Lord.’ The most 
marked incident in this militant state of things is found ia the controversy 
which has been mooted by the Elders of a Church in Richmond in relation 
to Dr. Joha Thomas, the Editor of the Advocate ; audiato which the Paine- 
ville Congregation has been drawn in consequence of the intimate con- 
nexion, subsisting between her and the Doctor. It may not, therefore, be 
out of place, briefly to remind the brethren of the priaeipal points which 
make up the history of the transaction in reference to which the Paineville 
Congregation is chiefly implicated. 

While the controversy between be Harbinger and The Advocate was 
growing more and more intense, and had consurnmated an almost irrecon- 
cilable breach between the controversialists, the Kaluor of the Harbinger 
issued a document declaring non-fellowship with the Editor of the Advo- 
cate, and calling upon the Church of which he wasa metnber to arraign and 
try him upon certain charges, which the former felt hims. If bound to pre- 
fer against him. The Congregation at Paineville wa.ted ecveral weeks 
without respo ding to the call—Sufficiently long for others to move in the 
matter; su long indeed, that certain of the congregation in Philadelphia, 
becoming impatient, assumed the van, and publiched in the Harbinger their 
‘free will off-ring’ soon afier the Paineville Church began to move in the 
matter, and some weeks before her Circular was prepared for the press,— 
Not long after this had appeared in the Advocate, the Elders in Richmond 
issued a circylarin which ches charged the Doctor with two heinous offen- 
ces, namely,—‘ Extortion and Bargain Breaking; and virtually declared 
hostilities with the Pain ville Church, by intimating that she had unware 
rantably stepped forward, and laid claim to Dr. Thom 1s while her commu- 
nity had no right to him as a member; as well as by denying to him the 
character which had been awarded to him at Paineville: Upon receiving 
this document, the Subscribed called the attention of their Brethren to its 
allegations avainst the Doctor, who had then been a member of their Body 
about a year andtwo months; and th y concluded, that as the charges were 
unattended by evidence, the matter should lie over for the ; resent, and the 
Doctor be retained in fellowship until the proof came. 

A word or two concerning the Doctor's admission among us. We have 
been blamed for admitting him without a letter of commendation. If in 
this we are indeed blame-worthy the Church in Richmond is not less 80; 
for he was received into that congregation without a letter from the Church 
in Philadelphia, to which he was formerly attached. The circumstances of 
the case are simply these. Hehad settied in this county at about an 
distance from the Churches at Jetersville and Painevilie, The Elders and 
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other brethren of both these communities were well acquainted with the 
Doctor and many of those who are now so intemperate! y opposed to him, 
During the time of his abode in Richmond, when they visited that City 
which was quite frequently, they invariably received trom these persons 
the highest possible commendations respecting him. The Elders felt no 
hesitation, therefore, on hissettling among them, to invite him to become a 
member of the Paineville Church. He stated his willingness, but at the 
game time observed, that he had no letter to present, though, he doubted 
not, but he could procure one if they deemed it necossery. To this, we 
replied, that it was needless as we knew so well the good character he sua- 
tained in that City fromm our own personal acquaintance there. He wasac- 
cordingly received unanimously into the fellowship of ovr community, 
Some short time after the issue of the Richmond Cirecs‘ar, the Elders of 
that Church were cited before it for their unscriptural procecding, and upon 
which occasion, one of our Body was present. During tho discussion that 
ensued, it was avowed by the Elders, that if the Painevil!e Circular had not 
appeared, theirs would net, and that their Circular was in «mswer to that of 
Painevi!le. ‘This avowal convinced our Elder who was present, that they 
were willingly at variance with us, and that they had treated us both ungenes 
rously and unjastiy in this—that they had permitted Doctor Thomas to leave 
Richmond for Amela, some 40 miles distant, become a member at Paine- 
ville, and so tovemain for more than twelve monihs, without so much as 
mtimating to us that he had sustained amony them the oaious character 
they had attempted to fix upon him in this Circular; snd that so soon as 
we issued ours awarding to him the character which, in our view, he de- 
served, they come out and publicly allege that he had ‘acquired a far dif- 
ferent character’ in Richmond. Now,if this were true we ought to have 
been apprised of it in some other way than through the press, that the mat- 
ter mght have been adjusted in a scriptural manner. Judge then, of our 
astonishment when we saw ourselves held up to pablic odium, not only for 
claiming a man as # brother, who according to their account of him, was 
unfit even for infidel society, but also for volunteering to evend such aman 
in his iniquitous practices; and that, too, by those who head down to the 
time of our circulat, invited us when occasion offered «..: much apparent 
cordiality to join them in the worship of God!! This was made a subject 
ef comp!aint by our Elder o» that occasion, who request one of the three 
Elders with w hein he conferred, to make known the complaint to his co- 
adjutors, that they all might take the steps necessary to place us in our true 
position before the public. The t Ider referred to exp; seed his conviction 
that we had been badly treated, and that if we had erred ‘hey had led us into 
the error; and promised to do what he co: |d to set metters right again. 
Several months elapsed, and in the interim tiey have pre- 
pared two documents for the public eye, but as yet they have 
failed to make the ‘amende honorable.” Things being thus, 
‘the Richmond Pamphlet,’ as it 1s termed in the-e parts, is- 
sued from the press. In this, after vowing devotion to the 
truth, if not to the whole truth, and speaking with much seem- 
ing amazement of ‘some startling facts’(!!!!!) and a ‘general 
munnur’ throughout the City of Richmond against the Doc- 
ter, they proceed to make an effort to establish, by testimony, 
their charges of extortion and bargain breaking. On receiving 
this document, we resumed the consideration of the Doctor’s 
ease, and after carefully examining the ‘evidence,’ we came 
unanimously to the coriclusion, that the charges against him 
were unsustained, and that Brother Thomas, therefore, stand 


acquitted of the foul aspersions so unchristianly bestowed 
upon him. 
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We would obseive, that when the pamphlet firsé arrived, we 
had thought it necessary minutely to :eview it, and to set forth 
the insufficiency of its details in each particular case ; but hav- 
ing conversed with several brethren from distant places, and 
heard from many more, all of whom as it were with one voice, 
agree in pronouncing the pamp2let to be a weak, futile, and 
suicidal attempt to destroy, not the property nor the life; but 
that which is dearer than life and more valuable than property 
—the good name—the fair fame, not of a man only, but of a 
citizen of the Kingdom of Heaven; and that too, not by reput- 
ed aliens, but by professed fellow-citizens of the same heavenly 
institution :— having heard, we say, how the pamphlet has been 
received, we now deem it unnecessary to trouble you wijh an 
extended criticism on so exceedingly poor an eflort at proof.— 
To those of you afar off from the theatre of these disreputable 
intrigues, and who know not the actors in the affair, some ex- 

lanation may be proper. brother Thomas will therefore, ful- 
y lay before you, as he has already before us to our intire con- 
viction and satistaction, the revelations he may judge fit. We 
shall content ourselves by putting it to your candour whether 
the charge of less than the regular fee can be construed into 
extortion when made by Doctor Thomas (a poor man) against 
the wealthy ones of that City ? Or can the charge ot 3,50 per 
visit, 3 miles out of town, be extortionary when made against 
2a rich member of the Congregation, although he did dend the 
Doctor his horse and barauch, for which he aflerwarde made 
no charge; and although the Doctor had charged only 2,00 
er visit to the same place in the case of that member’s son-in- 
aw, who had been bankrupt and therefore, supposed unable to 
pay the full fee? If so, the 2,00 might be shown to be extor- 
tionary by proving that he had charged some other member of 
taat family a less price, or indeed no price atall tor similar ser- 
vices ; for it will not be denied, thatthe Doctor generally charg- 
ed the poor less than he did the rich; and that he never charg- 
ed the rich more than the regular established prices. Again 
admitting that there was ‘a bargain’ according to the party ac- 
cusing and his son-in-law, and that the Doctor had forgotten it, 
what more could he do when reminded of the bargain, than to 
offer to cornply ? And does not C. C, the complainant, admit 
that the Doctor did offer to comply, but that he refused to ac: 
cept it, and himself proposed to drop it? Where then is the 
guilt of Bro. Thomas in this matter, even upon the strongest 
ground that can be taken against him, that is, that there was a 
bargain? It vanishes like the morning vapour before the ris 
ing Sun. It is manifest to all who are conversani with the de- 
tails of this matter, that it is the love of money, which is ‘ the 
root of all evil,’ that is at the bottom of this evil thing. For 
who are his accusers? Are they the poor? No, they ave 
chiefly of those who may be classed among the rich in this 
world’s goods, Of whatdo they aceuse him? Of idleness, 
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‘of drunkennes:, of profanity? No. Of what then? of ex: 
tortion? ‘hey tadeed cail 1 by that ugly nume; but what ie 
the thing of when th y accuse him irrespective of the name? 


The thing is cot extortion; it ts this, th y accuse him of tak-. 


ing mor’ of the fich man’s money than—than what? Than 
other paysreians take for sirmlar services? No; but more than 
the rich men are Willing to pay him for his services, Such is 
the thins they cali extortion! Sureiy indeed, the love of money 
is the root of ali evii! 

Besiles these charges, there are certain « ther extraneous ti- 
fles thrown into this pampilet for the purpose obviously of 
rejudictng the roid of the publie against the Decior, We 
wea not noticed them in this document, being satisfied that 
every reader of the commonest discernment wi'l insmediately 
perceive tae flims:ness of their texture. We shali therefore, 
leave to Gr . Mhoua., if be thinks fit, the unprofitable consump- 
tion of tine. ink, and paver tn preventing them to the public 
divested of the vei!, wiih envy and malevolence have thrown 
@round thee, 

‘Bless dis she man who sustains trial; for hecoming an ap- 
proved person, he shall recive the Crowacf Life, which the 
Lord has prontsed to then that love (obey) him’ That this 
may be the happiness o. you all who are ia Christ, whom our 
heaven'y Father in the course of events may call to sustain trial 
in the cause of rizghteo:.ne3s and the truib is the humble aud 
devout aspiration of our hearts. Farewell! 

Signed by order of the Church, 
A. B. WALTHALL, ’ Id 
JESSE SMITH pmcupetey 


| 


Oc:orer 14th, 1838. 





“DOTH GOD REASON WITH HIDISELF.” 


Sir James M’Intosh, when at Paris, paid a visit to the deaf 
and dumb instuution there. The Abbe Sicard irtroduced seve- 
ral of his pupils to him, to one of whom, (° assieu,) at the re- 
quest of Sir James, the following question was submitted :— 
“Doth God reason with himself?” Massieu, on seeing the 
question written, at first appeared perplexed ; but soon afterre- 
turn. d this decisive and logical solution:— ‘God sces every 
thing—God foresees every thing—God knows every thing.— 
To reason i3 to douht, to hesitate, to inquire; the highest at 
tribute of a limited intelligence. God, therefore, doth not rea- 
son.” The Abbe, when at Brighton, a short time since, with 
Massieu, was metat the custom-house by a gentleman acquaint- 
ed with the anecdote above related, and who heaged of him again 
to propound the same question to his pupil, which he politely 
did, and the answer returned was:—* Men reason, butin order 


to find truth. God, who knows truth, is not in want of reason, 
and does not reason,” 
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